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whom, as the correspondent of the Paris Soir recently
reported, lead lives of luxury as mistresses of the Commissaries.
They have cars of their own, and are loaded with jewels and
costly furs.
The second place within the highest category is filled by
the G.P.u. They are given good and cheap food and some of
them have their own canteens. The third class consists of the
garrisons in the capitals. While not so well looked after as
the first two classes, the army's rations are adequate, at any
rate in the big towns visited by foreigners. In the smaller
provincial towns food is always, and uniforms generally,
very poor.
The next class of the privileged consists of the industrial
workers in Moscow and Leningrad. Rations are smaller, and
the factory kitchens are dearer than the communal kitchens of
the G.P.U. A plateful of soup with some macaroni and a small
piece of meat costs 1-65 roubles. Workmen's rations in the
provinces are considerably worse; here there is a definite
shortage of food.1 Yet the workers' position is excellent com-
pared with that of other employees, such as draughtsmen and
clerical staff. The lowest class in this category is occupied by
the peasants in the collective farms, some of whom belong to
the group living on the margin of subsistence.
The foreign specialists constitute a separate and privileged
category with regard to food and pay. Their standard of
living simply does not compare with that of their Russian
colleagues.
1 Pravda of February 18,19353 reports an incident illustrating to the full
the arbitrary treatment to which the non-privileged classes of workers are
subjected. This account relates in cool and detached language how the
workers in the canteens of the Jsakogorsk works had protested because there
was a cockroach in the soup3 whereupon the secretary of the party committee
of the Sosnin works punished them by compelling them, under penalty of
dismissal, to eat a soup consisting entirely of cockroaches. The account in
Praoda shows that the workers were compelled to submit.
Experts agree in reporting that the food rations (payok) of industrial
workers in the provinces are often so small that the workers frequently
have to buy a part of their food in the extremely expensive State shops.